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within his official knowledge.    I would have you give
them the serious attention they deserve : a

' All that happened in the four years of the Great War
was only a prelude to what was preparing for the fifth
year. The campaign of the year 1919 would have wit-
nessed an immense accession to the power of destruction.
Had the Germans retained the morale to make good
their retreat to the Rhine, they would have been assaulted
in the summer of 1919 with forces and by methods in-
comparably more prodigious than any yet employed.
Thousands of aeroplanes would have shattered their
cities. Scores of thousands of cannon would have blasted
their front. Arrangements were being made to carry
simultaneously a quarter of a million men, together with
all their requirements, continuously forward across
country in mechanical vehicles moving ten or fifteen
miles each day. Poison gases of incredible malignity,
against which only a recent mask (which the Germans
could not obtain in time) was proof, would have stifled
all resistance and paralysed all life on the hostile front
subjected to attack. No doubt the Germans too had
their plans. But the hour of wrath had passed. The
signal of relief was given, and the horrors of 1919 remain
buried in the archives of the great antagonists/

And of more recent developments he remarks :

' The campaign of 1919 was never fought; but its
ideas go marching along. In every army they are being
explored, elaborated, refined under the surface of peace;
and should war come again to the world it is not with
the weapons and agencies prepared for 1919 that it will
be fought, but with developments and extensions of them
which will be incomparably more formidable and fatal/

' We have entered/ he continues, ' upon that period
of exhaustion which has been described as peace. . , .
Certain sombre facts emerge solid, inexorable, like the

1 Churchill, Thoughts and Adventures, p. 247.